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South Salem HSA Meeting Minutes

Wednesday October 22, 2009
1. Co-President Heidi Jarach welcomed everyone to the meeting.   There will be a raffle for 4 movie tickets and the end of the meeting.   The school directories have been distributed to all in good HSA standing.  Extra directories are available.   Please see Chris Nadolne.  Thank you to all of the chairs that have been working so hard this year.   Our blood drive was a great success with 95 pints of blood collected.    This will save 200+ lives.

The HSA website is up and running.   One can link through the schoolwebsite to email the presidents with any issues, concerns or questions.

A sign up sheet will be passed around for the Book Fair, Bingo and Dad’s Night Out.  Please sign up if you are able to help.

2. Mr. Shields welcomed everyone .   He pointed out this years Pride in Port banner and noted that they will continue to hang them after the parade for all to see.   Even if they have to get a bit creative as to where to hang.  The children all participated in Fire Safety over the past week.    Later this month, they will be celebrating Halloween with a parade.   The children may have also mentioned that they have been planting bulbs.   Publishers Clearing House donated 1 bulb for every person in the building in honor of Dr. Stirling.

Allergy Awareness week  has been going on as well.   Teaching kids to “Be a pal” and to help keep others safe.  

Mr. Shields opened the floor up to questions:  

· Where are the SmartBoards?  The SmartBoards went to the Math Resource Room, Ms. Marrone’s 1st grade, Mr. Talbot 5th grade, Ms. Berg 2nd grade.   Salem is the first elementary school to have the SmartBoards installed.   Currently there are 7 SmartBoards at Salem and our goal is to add many more.  The HSA will be hosting a presentation of how SmartBoards can be used.   Jackie GilMartin will come to teach the teachers how to use them.  

· Question regarding Test Scores.   The NYS mandatory testing starts in 3rd grade.   Mr. Shields then reviewed a summary of past year test scores.    We are able track students in grades 3-5.   The goal is to be able to identify any student who needs additional help.   The overall scoring is positive.    He tries to look at students as individuals to suit their to individual needs.   The test scores are followed very closely.   

· Do the scores accurating reflect how the students perform in school.   Yes.  If teachers are asked to predict the test scores, they would come pretty close!

· Are the children taught how to take tests?   Yes. Mr.   Shields expressed that we down play tests at Salem as not to cause anxiety and stress.

The testing timeline has been changed by NYS.   The ELA is now in April and the Math is now in May.

3. Dr. Stirling, the Asst. Superintendent of Curriculum Assessment & Instruction was the guest speaker.   He oversees all testing and tries to get to all buildings to see instruction in process.   He is concerned about communication between parents and school.   Tonight he will be discussing various acronyms used in the school system.  Some of them are as follows:

School Resource Officer – assists with issues that arise in school

IST – Instructional Support Team.  Exists thru 12th grade.  Meets to address issues that your child may have faced at school whether academic, emotional, etc.

CSEA – Civil Service Employee Association.   Provides instructional support

APSA – Assoc. of Public School Administration

Some Groups that fall under special education are:

IDEA – Indiv. With Disabilities Act

IEP – Individual Education Plan.  Legal document that documents what a school is required to provide for a child

PPS – Pupil Pesonnel Services.  The umbrella which special education services are provided.   Ms. Mary Frizell is the current director.

SEPTA – Special Education PTA provides resourse for parents and students with special needs. 

PWEF – Port Washington Education foundation.  Funds integration technology throughout the district.

AYP – Annual Yearly Progress.   Linked to assessments.

SINI – School in Need of Improvement

AIS – Academic Intervention Services – Provided to students who haven’t done well on assessments and/or other areas.   These services are mandated based on assessments.

RTI – Response to Intervention

All these services are put into place to try to monitor children and to intervene early – before problems become apparent.

NCLB – No Child Left Behind.  Federal act that makes states responsible for each child.   Must follow in order to maintain funding.

ELL – English Language Learners

ESL -  English as a Second Language.  ESL students are requied to take NYSESLAT to get out of the program.   Shirley Shapiro is the current director of the ESL program.

PEP – Port Enrichment Program.   This proves both schoolwide enrichment and programs for a core group.   

PD – Professional development.

PGCD – Professional Growth & Curriculum Development .   A group that works on developing curriculum.  

SED – State Education Program. 

ELA – Dr. Stirling is very invested in literacy and reading skills.   Looking closely at reading programs and looking to get reading materials that are “Leveled”.     Currently every classroom in Salem has a level library.    

In addition to above, Dr. Stirling also mentioned other programs in the district.    The Board of Education, led by Sandy Ehrlich is looking at acceleration programs at the middle school level.    Port Washington is in the “Schools to Watch” program.  As well undergoing a guidance and social studies review.   

4. Quick Reminders:

· Don’t forget to order Innisbrook Gift Wrap

· Book Fair is next week.   There will be evening hours Monday and Wed.   Please consider donating books to the classroom libraries.

· Bingo Night 11/6.   Any prize donations would be greatly appreciated & can be left in the main office.

· Next HSA meeting will be Tuesday November 17th.
