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Salem HSA Meeting- April 21, 2010

1. Presidents Report:  
a. Gail reported that Heidi had surgery and was home recovering.  She is doing well.  
b. The nominating committee met and the slate for the 2010/2011 school year is as follows: Gail Seiden: Co- President, Sue Hershkowitz: Co- President, Jennifer Breen: Community Relations VP, Dawn Epp: Fundraising VP, Kate Hirsch: Class Parent VP, Chris Nadolne: Membership/Ed VP, Liz Greilsheimer: Recording Secretary, Debbie Radinsky: Recording Secretary, Nancy Labella: Corresponding Secretary, Rina Smith: Treasurer,  Bonnie Rubens: 5th Grade Rep, Christine Panico: Trustee, Heidi Jarach: Trustee
c. Gail also reminded everyone that the budget vote was coming up on May 18th and encouraged everyone to get out and vote and to encourage their spouses to do the same.
d. Mrs. Rafferty reminded parents that Parent University was being held on Tuesday April 27th.  She mentioned that response had been low thus far and encouraged parents to attend.
2. Principal’s Report:  
a. Mr. Shields reported that the 4th and 5th graders attended an Internet safety session.  He mentioned that two items of concern that kids talked about were having computers in their room and facebook accounts with no parental monitoring
b. The children will be seeing the Ocean’s movie on April 22nd.
c. NYS testing will take place over the course of the following two weeks.  This year the test are back to back which is not optimal, but Mr. Shields thinks the kids will all do well.
d. The budget was adopted by the BOE.  It is a 1.9% increase over last year.  It is one of the smallest budget increases in comparable LI schools.   For Salem, this specifically means maybe moving one of the HS librarians over, new textbooks and supplies, and staffing based on our needs.  Currently we have 64 graduating fifth graders and 61 registered kindergartners.  Mr. Shields expects an increase in the number of kindergartners, and said it is likely that we will have four kindergarten sections.  This would mean next year’s fifth grade class would go down to three sections. He did mention that there are staff at risk.  We currently have three teachers who are considered leave replacements.  They are Ms. Marrone, Ms. Baker, and Ms. Brehm.  Mr. Shields mentioned that he is unable to advocate for the school budget on school grounds, but did say that if we go to a contingency budget the first impact would be to capital expenditures and next affected would be class size.  In the current proposed budget there is a decrease of 4 clerical positions districtwide as well as a reduction in the number of TA’s mainly in pre-k.  When looking at current staffing, Mr. Shields noted that we have state mandated roles such as math resource, reading, psychologist, and ESL.  However, roles such as guidance and PEP could potentially be eliminated.  He reminded everyone that the State continues to reduce aid to schools and we must make up the shortfall.  
e. Literacy Coaches: Mr. Shields mentioned that we currently have part time literacy coaches at Salem, but that he would like to have a full time coach.  They are currently doing staff development in k-2 (steps to literacy).  This will expand to 3-5 next year.
f. Teachers:  Mrs. Strianese is starting her maternity leave and Ms. Fallon will be leaving any day now.  Replacements are in place. 
3. Mr. Sutz: Teachers Update:  Mr. Sutz started by stating that the teachers are appreciative and support of the HSA.   He reported that in K/1st the kids are working with Martha Graham.  In third grade the 3 c’s is just under way.  In 4th/5th the kids are excited to go see Oceans and have been working on environmental programs in school with Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington.  He mentioned the upcoming Talent show and commented that PARP was a success this year with much greater participation in the older grades.  
4. Guest Speaker: Toni Liebman: Children’s Self Esteem: The goals of this discussion were to raise consciousness about self-esteem, examine self-esteem, why it is important, how to develop it, how to enhance it, and discuss things that can diminish it.  Toni defined self-esteem as the difference between one’s self image (how they see themselves) and their self ideal (what you want to be).  She discussed in detail the determinants of self esteem (setting appropriate expectations, positive and correct communication, and appropriate discipline).  Anyone wishing to see a copy of the materials presented at the HAS meeting, can contact Heidi Jarach or Gail Seiden to receive a copy.    
5. Committee Reports:
a. Gift Boutique/Plant Sale: Will be held on Thursday April 29th and Friday April 30th.  Schedules of class visits will be sent home in the backpack.  Volunteers are still needed to help out at the sale.
b. Salem Carnival: Will be held on Friday April 30th.  Pop bracelets and tickets are available for presale
c. Volleyball game:  The staff volleyball game and dinner will be held on Friday May 14th.  More details to follow
d. Staff Appreciation Luncheon:  The luncheon will be held on Friday May 14th.  Donation forms will be sent home shortly in the backpacks.
e. Book Fair: Will be held May 17th – May 21st.  More information to follow.  Volunteers are needed to setup, take down and work during the book fair.

The Next HSA Meeting will held on Tuesday May 11th at 11:30am in the Daly All Purpose Room. 
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