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           South Salem HSA Meeting Minutes
         Wednesday Sept 29, 2010
 
Presidents Report:  Gail Seiden and Sue Hershkowitz welcomed everyone to the first
HSA meeting of the year.   They introduced the executive board members.  They also discussed the following items:
They provided updates on events that had already taken place this year.
1. The Kindergarten Picnic went well.  Thank you to everyone who helped make that event a success.  
2. The Bus/Walker Safety meeting well received.  Next year 3rd graders may be invited to attend in addition to 4th & 5th grade.
3. The Class Parent Meeting went well and thank you to everyone who attended.
4. The Committee Chair Meeting was well attended.
Principles Report:  Mr. Shields spoke about Home School Communication Channels.  He encouraged parents to open a dialogues with their children’s teachers and went over the information that is in the Salem Parent Handbook.  He also suggested that parents talk to their teachers first and then come to him for help if they need further help.
Mr. Shields then spoke about the testing process.  He explained that the ELA scores were sent out early this year so that parents would be able to see how their kids are doing.  He explained how that testing data is used in determining who gets academic support.  He also talked about New York changing the cut scores this years for levels 1-4.  This was because of the “Race to the Top’ application which is a way for New York to receive more funding.  Out of the $750,000,000 awarded to the state, Port Washington will receive approximately $75,000.   He explained that the 5th grade social studies test has been eliminated and that he’s looking at creating a local social studies test.
He also spoke about the 3rd grade test scores and how they were lower last year than previous years.  He reported the following test data:
Math:  5th grade-97% passed, 4th grade- 86% passed, 3rd grade- 73% passed
ELA:  5th grade 83% passed, 4th grade-93% passes, 3rd grade-66% passed
The following questions were asked:
Question- Can parents meet with resource room teachers to analyze data for the students that scored 1 or 2?
Answer- Yes
Question - Is the school doing anything different to prepare for ELA?
Answer- Giving a diagnostic test to 3rd grade.
Question- How did Port Washington do compared to other districts?
Answer- We were in the middle for the 12 we are compared with.
There was a discussion about how Weber uses the data from the testing and how Salem prepares students for middle school.
The Speaker was Jamie Nolan- Data Management
Treasury update-  This year the HSA will have a $53,000 operating budget.  With the surplus from last year we were able to buy 5 smart boards.
Committee Reports:
1. Blood Drive-: The blood drive will be on October 15th.  Class parents were encouraged to help out by making phone calls.
2. Clip to Contribute:  This committee has three components.  The first is Stop & Shop.  You must register your card each year and designate South Salem to receive points.  The second is clipping box tops.  The third is the Target Red Card.  1% of purchases goes back to Salem and starting Oct. 17th you can get 5% back if you have a target card.
3. 5th Grade events:  Popcorn sales will start on the first Friday of every month.  Spirit night will be on Oct 22nd.
4. Pride in Port:  The pennant making party will be on Friday Oct 1st and the Parade is on Saturday Oct. 2nd.
5. School Photos  Information will be going home to parents this week.
6. Unicef:  Collection boxes will go home and they will be collected Monday-Wed following Halloween.
7. SEPTA:  There is a meeting Oct. 4th at 7:30 in the Webber Library.  The speaker will be about getting your kids organized.
8. Gift Wrap:  Forms are due Oct 8th.  50% goes to HSA.
9. Newcomers Tea:  The tea will be on Oct. 21st at TAVA.  You don’t have to be a newcomer to attend.  
10. Directory:  The directory will go into print next week.  We currently have information on 270 out of 301 families.
The next HSA Meeting will be on Wednesday Oct. 20th at 7pm in the Salem Library.
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