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South Salem HSA Meeting Minutes

Wednesday September 23, 2009

Presidents Report: Heidi Jarach and Gail Seiden, Co-Presidents welcomed everyone to the first HSA meeting of the new school year.  They discussed the following items:

1. Open House went well.  Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped make the night a success.

2. Committee Chair and Class parent meetings were held.

3. Incoming Kindergarten Picnic and Bus/Walker Safety went well.  Thank you again to all who volunteered.

4. The schedule for all HSA meetings will be posted on the new HSA website shortly.  This year there will be a speaker at every meeting covering such relevant topics as bullying and obesity. 

5. With funds raised last year, the HSA was able to donate three Smartboards and an Ellison Machine to Salem school.  The Smartboards are here, but will not be installed for a few weeks.

6. The playground bags have been refreshed and are available for use.  We are in process of purchasing a storage unit for the cafeteria to house the bags and new benches for the playground should be installed soon. 

Principals Report: Mr. Shields welcomed everyone back to school.  The first day went smoothly and the kindergarteners have adjusted well.  Open house went off without a glitch.  Mr. Shields reminded everyone to use caution during car drop-off/pick-up. Single file only, no cells phones, and please only allow children to enter and exit the car on the curbside.  Mr. Shields then opened the floor up for questions:

1. There were several questions regarding the addition of another fourth grade section so late in the process.  Mr. Shields went back to the beginning, which was the Fall of last year when the budget process began.  He explained that projected population comes from central office and historically these numbers have been accurate.  Salem was projected to have 400 students for the 2009/2010 school year.  We have 429 students.  Based on these projections, Salem was slated to have 19 sections, however, due to a push for early kindergarten registration, it was discovered that the kindergarten projections were off and we would need to have four sections in kindergarten, not the three that had been planned. (Note:  there are 82 k-students this year).  Tough decisions were made in order to keep the budget low, and central office and the BOE knew that both 2nd and 4th grades could potentially go over recommended class sizes.  As of August 15th when class letters were sent home, the fourth grade had class sizes of 25, 25 and 26.  On the Friday before Labor Day, the BOE decided to give Salem another fourth grade section.  Emails were sent to all fourth grade parents on Friday and Tuesday the third grade teachers got together to decide which kids to move into the new section.  Calls to effected children’s parents were made Tuesday night.  Although the timing of events was uncomfortable, Mr. Shields commented that everyone was welcoming of the new section.  Ms. Gelb has been the substitute and the kids have been doing well.  The new teacher, Ms. Brehm has been hired and will start on 9/24. Parents in the room were concerned with the timing of events and communication over the summer.  Mr. Shields said he hoped that decision such as this would be made earlier in the future

2. After speaking in detail about the fourth grade, a parent expressed concern over the class sizes in second grade.  Mr. Shields reported that they are hovering at the limit at 21 students per class, but that they would be under the suggested class size for third grade.  Second grade has additional help this year with two TA’s.

3. Mr. Shields told parents that suggested class sizes are as follows: K-2: 21 students maximum and 3-5 : 24 students maximum.  

4. As a follow up, some parents expressed concern over the growing population at Salem and how the district plans to deal with it. Mr. Shields advised the parents that the district is talking about this and there is a plan, if need arises, to redistrict.  Currently they are looking at redistricting the northern part of  our population ( North of Main Street/ Bayles area).  However, Mr. Shields reiterated that this is something that would only be done if needed. They are watching kindergarten enrollment for next year.  They speak with local preschools and they keep track of younger siblings.  Note:  Salem School was designed to house 400 students. Concerned parents are encouraged to attend BOE meetings and Parent Council meetings.

5. A concern over the lack of lunch choices for fifth graders was mentioned.  Mr. Shields said he knew this was an issue and has requested that the cafeteria staff make extra entrees so that they do not run out.  He assured parents that all kids get something to eat at lunch.

6. Mr. Shields told the parents that Ms. Costello would be sending home information about the Swine Flu.  He told parents that hand sanitizers are allowed at Salem School and the Salem is taking extra precautions to keep the school clean. 
Special Area Teachers:  Mr. Shields introduced the special area teachers and asked that they tell the parents about their programs

1.Mrs. Turtz/ Art:  In early grades, Mrs. Turtz focuses on discovery and expression and not so much on final products.  She advised that projects and art concepts become more sophisticated as kids advance in grades.  She interfaces with the classroom teachers to incorporate their lesson plans into the art curriculum.  She also teaches the kids about art history and art appreciation, She focuses on teaching the love of creativity and self-expression through art.  Mrs. Turtz mentioned that she has a grant to take the fifth grade students to Nassau Museum of fine arts three times per year.  The fifth grades learn about specific exhibits and how to appreciate art.  Mrs. Turtz also does projects like the Pride in Port banner and projects used for fundraising.  She mentioned that projects are sent home throughout the year and that older children tend to work on the same project over a period of time.  In a any parent would like to donate supplies, she is always in need of empty toilet paper rolls, paper towel rolls and buttons.

2. Mrs. Fallon/Ms. Dondaro/Gym:  Ms. Fallon spoke about how they like to keep the gum classes fun with music and activities.  Each unit lasts about 4-5 weeks and is designed to help kids create healthy life style skills.  In K-2 they focus on lead-up activities, skill development, hand/eye coordination through a variety of games.  The older grades get more involved in sports education and by fourth grade are playing team sports where they run the show including training.  They also do a one-mile run and are expected to just try their best.  This year Salem will have a team at the Turkey Trot and training will be incorporated into gym.  We are also bringing in a Circus unit that all grades will participate in and the second grade will actually perform a show.  Fourth graders will go to Alley Pond and Fifth graders participate in gymnastics show.  Note:  It was mentioned that the winter concert was moved up due to gymnastics.  Mr. Shields advised the parents that we share gymnastics equipment with another school and this year our turn is New Years through February break.

3. Ms. Livanos/Library:  Library last for 40 minutes.  Ms. Livanos starts with a library lesson and leaves 10 – 15 minutes for kids to pick out books.  Lessons include literature appreciation, literary award selections, illustrators, different genres, research, and how the library is organized.  She teaches the kids to use the library for their research by reviewing indexes, almanacs, etc as well as teaching the differences between print and online sources.  Ms. Livanos informed the parents that along with Ms. Turtz, they were given 40 museum quality posters depicting American history painted by American artist.  This was a grant from the American Library Association. Ms. Livanos also works closely with the Port Public Library.

4.  Ms. Friedman/Music: Ms. Friedman advised the parents that she reviews the same musical skills all six years, but in different ways.  She teaches the younger kids about music through games and singing.  By first grade, kids are learning actual terms, 2nd they are using music books and learning to read notes.  In third they start playing the recorder and continue reading music notes.  In 4th and 5th grades they begin group projects and are actually writing songs.  Fourth and fifth graders are also in chorus and perform in two concerts.  In third grade kids have the option of learning to play a string instrument and in fourth they can begin to learn a band instrument.  Mrs. Friedman has a Smartboard that she won a grant for.   She loves the Smartboard and has incorporated many lessons in it, but does not use it for all lessons. She mentioned that in fifth grade, kids names are submitted for All County concert at the Tillis center, but that kids are chosen for a variety of reasons.  Top students are also recommended for the all district concert held at Weber in March.  She also does the Talent show every year.

Treasurers Report:  Rina Smith, this year’s treasurer reported that $57,000 will be required to run the HSA this year.  There will be a focus on fund raising this year to meet these needs.  She also encouraged committee chairs, to try their best to come in under budget.  Rina reported that $3300 was raised through apparel sales at Open house and we just received a check from Target for $300.  Box Tops for education raised $1000 last year, so please keep cutting them out and sending them in!

Committee Reports: The following are reports given by committee chairs:

1. Blood Drive: Tricia Rosso reported that every 3 seconds someone needs blood and reminded us that one day it may be us or a loved one.  Unfortunately only 2 in every 100 people actually donate blood, so please come out on October 16th, baby-sitting will be available.

2. Directory: Please hand in your blue forms to be included in the directory if you have not done so. Note:  If you have not already done so, please send your HSA dues to Jennifer Breen.  Only those families that have paid their dues will receive a directory

3. Photo Day: Karen Seltzer reported that the schedule had been emailed and a hard copy would be going home in the backpack.  If anyone still wanted to help out, contact Karen or Kathy Oldak

4. Salem Picnic will be held on Friday September 25th on the upper field.

5. Gift Wrap:  Jennifer Breen reported that the packets have been sent home.  All ordering will be done online this year.  If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Breen or Dawn Epp.

6. 5th Grade Events:  Seema Imberman reminded parents of fifth graders that pictures taken on photo day would be used for the yearbook.  Please make sure to pick a blue or gray background.   She also reminded everyone that Spirit Night would be held on October 23rd.  More information to follow.  Popcorn sales begin on October 2nd.

7. SEPTA: SEPTA will be having a welcome meeting on Tuesday September 29th at 9am at Fish Kabob.  All are welcome to attend

8. AGATE: Wendy MIcetic reported that the first meeting will be on Monday October 19th at 8pm in the Weber Library.  She encouraged people to come.  This group is not just for parents of gifted children.

9. UNICEF:  Nancy Labella reminded everyone that the UNICEF boxes would be sent home before Halloween. She will need some help collecting the boxes.  Please contact Nancy if you can help.

10. PWEF:  Karen Seltzer reported that Lord & Taylor would be hosting a charity event on October 13th.  It costs $5 to participate and you get a 15% off saving card which includes Uggs and cosmetics.  You can choose your donation to go to PWEF.

11. LNO:  Ladies Night Out is planned for December 3rd at the Village Club.  The first planning meeting will be held on Thursday October 1st at Lorraine Gropper’s house at 11am.  Please contact Lorraine Gropper for further details.

12. Playground:  For anyone interested in helping out at recess workshops, Mr. Shields will hold a mandatory safety session on Thursday October 1st at 2pm.  If you cannot attend this session or would like more information, please contact Sue Hershkowitz or Chris Nadolne.

13. Pennant Making/Pride in Port:  The Pride in Port Parade will be held on Saturday October 3rd.  Salem school will be meeting in the lot behind Carlos pizza between 10:30- 11:00am.  Parade begins at 11.  Please come on Thursday October 1st to decorate your pennant for the parade.

14. Suggestion Box:  There will be a suggestion box at HSA meetings.  Please feel free to fill out a card and let us know what is on your mind.
This month’s door prize winner was Heather Hurt!  Congratulations Heather.  Please come to our next HSA Meeting for your chance to win.

The next HSA Meeting will be held on Wednesday October 21st at 7:00PM.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Stirling, Asst. Superintendent of Curriculum who will speak along with Mr. Shields about Salem Academics.  

