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March 8, 2010
Dear Parents/Caregivers 

Welcome to Salem HSA’s Parents as Reading Partners (PARP) 2010!

PARP is a program with the simple goal of fostering the love of reading in children by encouraging parents or caregivers to read with their children for fifteen minutes a day.  Studies show that children who read at home are better prepared to succeed in a formal education setting.  As parents of young children, we have the unique opportunity to help develop a life long love of reading, simply by setting a good example.  PARP also gives us the chance to join forces with our school and community to reinforce this wonderful lesson. 

This year’s theme “Let the Reading Games Begin,” will put the children on the Olympic trail as they compete for the gold medal.  Each grade will represent a different region of the world, and each class a different county. The school will be divided into two sections, K-2 and 3-5 and each section will have the opportunity to compete for gold, silver or bronze medals based on their level of participation. By reading each night, they will be helping their teachers ski and snowboard down Mt. Salem.  As the kids log their minutes and the totals are tallied, the teacher athletes will pick up speed and head faster toward the finish line. In addition, the kids can earn extra credit toward their medal by answering daily trivia questions about the Olympics or visiting the Port Washington Public Library and participating in a scavenger hunt.

Monday, March 15th marks the start of our school wide PARP program. Your child will participate in an Olympic style opening ceremony that will include a torch relay as well as a parade of champions.  Our competing readers will march around the ‘Circle of Champions” carrying the flags of the countries they will represent for our two week program.  All parents are invited to come cheer for our readers and help kick start this important program with excitement and pride. The children will then go inside (sorry, we do not have enough room to invite all parents) where the torch will be lit and the games will officially begin!

At the end of the two-week program, we end the games with a closing ceremony, which will again start with a parade of champions.  Medals will be awarded to each grade, and if we reach our goal of at least 38,430 minutes of reading, Mr. Shields will have a special surprise for the kids in the closing ceremony.

So Let The Reading Games Begin…
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Some Things you need to know:

1.  Breakdown of Regions/Countries:

Kindergarten – Europe



Third Grade- Asia

Ms. Baskind: Italy




Ms. Schieck: Japan

Ms. Keogh: Greece



            Ms. Madden: China

Ms. Castillo: Spain




Ms. Silverstein: Thailand

Ms. Martin: Switzerland

First Grade- Africa




Fourth Grade- Central America
Ms. Kanterman: Egypt



Ms. Eigo: Jamaica

Ms. Johnert: Madagascar



Ms. Strianese: Trinidad and Tobago

Ms. Marrone: South Africa



Ms. Schneider: Haiti

Ms. Katz: Morocco




Ms. Brehm: Dominican Republic

Second Grade- Oceania



Fifth Grade- South America

Ms. Taranto: Papua New Guinea


Mr. Talbot: Argentina

Ms. Berg: Fiji





Mr. Sutz: Brazil

Ms. Deriu: Australia




Ms. Baker: Chile


2. Here is how PARP works:

· We ask parents/caregivers, older siblings, cousins, friends, etc and their children to commit to read together for at least 15 minutes a day for a minimum of three days a week over the course of the two week program.  The more days you read, the closer we get to reaching our school goal. If you have any concerns or issues with participating in this program, please contact us.  We are here to help your children succeed and have fun!

· Sign the attached contract confirming your commitment to read together.  The contract must be submitted by Monday, March 15th, to your child’s classroom teacher.
· Each morning, the children who have completed the required fifteen minutes of reading, will hand in the daily reading log included in this packet to their classroom teacher.

· A grand prize drawing will be held at the end of PARP for all students who have participated in the program. Returned reading logs will be used to draw a winner, so please remember to turn in the logs on time.

· Our exciting program will end on Friday March 26th with a closing celebration full of fun and surprises for all the children to enjoy.

· Remember, the more you read, the better our chances of reaching our school goal and for your child’s grade to claim the gold! 
3. We have a website:
Please visit our website with your children throughout the program.  You will find daily standings, trivia questions, additional information about the program, and a calendar of events.  The website can be located at:


http://www.salemhsa.org/PARP/index.html
We hope you find PARP enjoyable and rewarding.  We look forward to your PARPticipation!  Please feel free to contact us with any questions, comments, or concerns. 
PARP Co-Chairs:

Amy Dash(883-8632), Michele Garfield (767-3286), Sue Hershkowitz (767-4598), 
Linda Schwirzbin (944-5234)


PARP CONTRACT

Due Monday, March 15th
Student’s name ___________________________________

Teacher______________________________________________

Grade_________________________________________________
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We promise to read together for at least 

15 minutes a day for a minimum of three days a week

From March 15th – March 26th. We know that reading more increases our chances of winning the PARP Olympics.
________________________________



_______________________________________

Student’s Signature



Parent or Reading  









Partner’s Signature
Please return to classroom teacher 

Daily Reading Log
Tear off and return signed log on the morning following the nights you have read for PARP.  Remember, if you answer the trivia question correctly, you receive extra credit toward your class’s quest for gold!
Return Friday March 19th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer ____________________________________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Thursday March 18th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Wednesday March 17th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Tuesday March 16th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________





Daily Reading Log
Tear off and return signed log on the morning following the nights you have read for PARP.  Remember, if you answer the trivia question correctly, you receive extra credit toward your class’s quest for gold!
Return Friday March 26th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer ____________________________________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Thursday March 25th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Wednesday March 24th
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Tuesday March 23rd
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Return Monday March 22nd
Student’s Name______________________ Parent’s Signature____________________

Total Minutes Read___________ Teacher and Grade_____________________________________________
Trivia Question Answer_____________________________________________________




                                                                 PARP Secret Reader

Sign-up to be a secret reader during your child’s library time!  Listed below are the individual dates and times for each class.  Please CIRCLE the teacher and time you are interested in reading for and return to school by Thursday March 11.  Readers will be chosen by lottery and contacted by phone.  If you have any questions, please contact Tricia Rosso (356-0031, shaderosco@yahoo.com) or Nicole Asselta (nagovino@aol.com, 944-0138).  Books to choose for all levels will be available at Salem Library, Port Washington Library or you can pick  your own.                                                                                                                                         

Kindergarten:  Ms. Keogh       Wed. March 24th    9:35-9:45 or 9:45-9:55

                            Ms. Castillo     Thurs. March 25th  9:35-9:45 or 9:45-9:55

                            Ms. Martin       Fri. March 19th      9:35-9:45 or 9:45-9:55

                            Ms. Baskind     Wed. March 24th  10:15-10:25 or 10:25-10:35

First  Grade:     Ms. Kanterman   Mon. March 22nd   9:35-9:45 or 9:45-9:55

                            Ms. Katz               Mon. March 22nd  10:15-10:25 or 10:25-10:35

                            Ms. Johnert         Tues. March 23rd    10:15-10:25 or 10:25-10:35

                            Ms. Marrone      Thurs. March 25th  10:15-10:25 or 10:25-10:35

Second Grade:  Ms. Tarranto       Tues. March 23rd 1:20-1:30 or 1:30-1:40

                             Ms. Berg               Wed. March 24th 1:20-1:30 or 1:30-1:40

                             Ms. Swenson        Fri. March 19th    1:20-1:30 or 1:30-1:40

Third Grade:     Ms. Madden          Mon. March 22nd  10:55-11:05 or 11:05-11:15

                            Ms. Silverstein       Wed. March 24th  10:55-11:05 or 11:05-11:15

                             Ms. Schieck           Thurs. March 25th 10:55-11:05 or 11:05-11:15

Fourth Grade:  Ms. Brehm              Tues. March 23rd   9:35-9:45 or 9:45-9:55

                            Ms. Schneider        Mon. March 22nd  2:00-2:10 or 2:10-2:20

                            Ms. Strianese          Fri. March 19th      2:00-2:10 or 2:10-2:20

                            Ms. Eigo                   Thurs. March 25th 2:00-2:10 or 2:10-2:20                                    Fifth Grade:      Ms. Baker                Tues. March 23rd    8:55-9:05 or 9:05-9:15

                            Mr. Sutz                   Thurs. March 25th 8:55-9:05 or 9:05-9:15

                            Mr. Talbot                Fri. March 19th      8:55-9:05 or 9:05-9:15  

YOUR NAME________________             PHONE NUMBER ________________
Hey Kids…Here is what you need to know about PARP:

1.  Make the commitment to read with a parent, baby-sitter, older brother or sister, or grandparent for 15 minutes at least three times a week for two weeks.  Any reading counts…books, poems, comics, magazines.

2.  Sign the contract with your parents and bring it back to school on Monday March 15th.  

3.  Return your signed reading log to school every morning when you have read. Don’t forget to answer the trivia question for extra credit.

4.  Visit the Port Washington Public Library and complete our fun scavenger hunt for extra credit.  Just ask the children’s librarian for an Olympic Trivia Scavenger Hunt.  Find the answers to the questions in books on display and return to school for points for your grade!

5.  Practice the words to the great song that Mrs. Friedman wrote and is teaching you in music class.  We will all sing it at the opening ceremony.  We will also sing “ We are the Champions” at our closing ceremony so practice at home. Remember, reading song lyrics counts as reading! The words to both songs are on the next page.

7, Visit our website at : http://www.salemhsa.org/PARP/index.html . You will find fun games, daily trivia questions, and much more !
6.  Have fun and ask your teachers if you have any questions!!
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Song Lyrics

PARP 2010 Song:

“Come on Let’s Read”

Tune: “Go Go Joseph”

(from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat)

Come on let’s read now everyone

It will be great, it will be lots of fun

We’ll fill our mind with lots of new things

Imagine adventures, so exiting!

Adventure stories, poems, fairytales

Just try your best, and you will not fail

Grab your favorite book and begin to read

An open mind is all your need.

Come on let’s read, let’s begin our quest

We will work hard; we will do our best

Go grab a parent or grab a friend too

Reading together brings out the best in you

Reading together

Brings out the best in you

Reading together

Brings out the best in you

The best in … you!

We are the Champions

We are the champions - my friends 
And we'll keep on fighting - till the end - 
We are the champions - 
We are the champions 
No time for losers 
'Cause we are the champions - of the world - 












